
[Type text] 
 

Field, Hernandez, Mladenetz. Dec. 2011 

Historic Sites of 
Trenton 

 

 

 

 

I D S ‐ 3 7 0 ‐ 0 1    

C i v i c   C r o w d ‐ S o u r c i n g ,  
I n t e r a c t i v e   M a p p i n g   a n d  

C o m m u n i t y   C h a n g e  

 

Shaun Field, Erica Hernandez 
and Thomas Mladenetz 
This paper describes in full, the process by which the 
project of mapping the Historic Sites of Trenton has 

developed, as well as outlining our project goals, desired 
outcomes, our model of change and our plans and goals for 
the future of the Office of Community Mapping at The 

College of New Jersey 

 



2 
 

Field, Hernandez, Mladenetz. Dec. 2011 
 

 
Introduction  

This paper will serve as a summary of the work done in the Fall Semester of 2011 at The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) for the ‘Special Topics’ interdisciplinary course - IDS370: Civic 
Crowd-Sourcing, Interactive Mapping and Community Change. The class was centered on the 
concept of community mapping and the influence it can have on a community. TCNJ is located 
in Ewing, NJ just 5 miles northwest of Trenton, NJ, the capital of New Jersey. Trenton, a city 
with a population of about 85,000 people, is a highly diverse, highly dense urban area with high 
levels of poverty and homelessness. According to the 2010 Census, Trenton is comprised of 52% 
African Americans, 26% Caucasians, 33.7% Latino, and 14.3% other races. The median income 
for a household in the city is $31,074 while the median income for a household in Mercer 
County, New Jersey is $56613i. Figure 1 shows a pie chart of the 2010 population density of 
Trenton by race/ethnicity. Due to the low income levels and limited education of the cities’ 
members, Trenton has turned from a city of high economic output into a city of high need. As a 
college, TCNJ strives to utilize student resources to further growth and expansion within the city 
of Trenton. 

 
Figure 1– 2010 Population Density of Trenton, NJ by Race/Ethnicity 

 
Figure 2 shows the African American population data for Trenton from 1790 through 1970. It is 
known that William Trent owned slaves in the mid-18th century, but as indicated by the graphic, 
this was before the Colored/Negro/African American became a statistical category on the census.  
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Figure 2 - Chart of population of African Americans in Trenton. Shows percentage booms in 1820s and 1950s with a statistically 

low valley in-between. Lyons, Jennifer B. “Survey of African-American Historic Sites City of Trenton Mercer County, New 
Jersey.” (2011). 

As shown, throughout the history of Trenton, the African American population has ebbed and 
flowed. Currently it sits at its highest rate, and is nearly a 2000% increase from the population 
number from 100 years ago. 

Much of the focus of our class was to take from the readings of past community mapping 
exercises and apply the knowledge we gained about community mapping toward various 
possible projects within the city of Trenton, NJ. As well, the information from our readings 
served as a backbone for our final project. Through scholarship and first hand experiences we 
discovered methods of transforming data from photographs and text, into an interactive visual 
form, making the information more accessible and easier for the average viewer. We worked 
closely with various community organizations to impart our model of change. Our project 
focused on mapping of the vast history of Trenton. The National Register of Historic Places has 
previously identified 43 different sites of historic importance within the city of Trenton, 
including the Trenton War Memorial, Trenton Battle Monument and the Old Barracks museum. 
However, African Americans have lived in Trenton since the early 1800s and now comprise over 
half of the population of Trenton. They have their own rich history that is often overlooked by 
historians.  

In August of 2011 the Trenton Historical Society released a draft report, detailing the 
importance of various buildings throughout the city of Trenton. The report listed 34 locations of 
historical importance to the African American community of Trenton. Our project has taken a 
mere catalog of African American Historic Sites of Trentonii and transformed it into an 
interactive map for anyone with access to our webpage to view. This accessibility allows 
anyone—from residents of the community seeking information about the history of their 
neighborhood, to community activists with ideas for change, to tourists who need to plan a trip—
to see for themselves, what Trenton has in terms of history. Adding in the additions of parking 
locations, capitol buildings, and the sites listed under the National Register of Historic Places, we 
created an interactive map with different layers and a website suitable for community 
organizations to utilize to further their mission.  

Our goal for the project is simple: let the public have access to the history of Trenton through 
our innovative mapping and website. In order to do this, our map was made using Mappler, a 
mapping program that allows users to create an interactive map with different layers. Our 
Mappler map was generated over time as more research was done and is now housed, for anyone 
to view on our website: www.mappler.net/site5. This site was created using Wordpress to bring 
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together all of the information about historic sites in Trenton. Via our map and our website, 
community members, students, faculty at the College, and any passers by now have access to the 
history of Trenton in one general location.  

 
Mapping 

What is the purpose of a community map? According to an article in The Professional 
Geographer titled Constructing Community through Maps? Power and Praxis in Community 
Mapping: “A community map is a map produced collaboratively by residents of a particular 
locale, often featuring local knowledge and resources.iii”  A community map may contain a 
number of things relevant to a community: public bathrooms, wheelchair ramps, safe walking 
routes, bike amenities, property conditions, historical sites, boundary areas, crime data, census 
data, etc... Maps transform these various pieces of information into a visual form by simply 
pairing the information with where it happened, and plotting those points. With different icons or 
symbols, known as pins, such as an image of a bike or bathroom sign, we can pinpoint these 
various date points to their locations. Through mapping, we begin to see patterns and 
relationships that we may or may not have been able to recognize with the information in its 
natural form.  

An interactive map, created by more sophisticated software known as Geographic 
Information System, or the less intimidating Mappler, which we used in the course, takes the 
concept of mapping one step further by allowing information to be stored into a pin. By clicking 
on the pin, the user opens/expands the data from that pin to tell much more than just the address 
and data type of the pin. Figure 3 shows a picture of our interactive map with an open pin.  
 

 
Figure 3 - Map of Trenton showing information on the Charles Brearly House 
 
In addition, interactive maps allow us to layer data by enabling or disabling certain data types to 
be displayed on the map. All the user has to do is check or uncheck the box associated with that 
data type and the information will either appear or disappear from the map. Figure 3 shows a 
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picture of our map with the layer control box open. By layering, we are able to choose what 
information from a heavily populated map we wish to see at any particular moment.  

 

Figure 4 - Map of Trenton with layer control box open. A red house indicates African American 
Historic Site, a blue house indicates sites from National Register of Historic Sites, P indicates 
Parking and the Info pin indicates other sites of significance. 

These two functions of an interactive map enable us to take information from two completely 
different sources and place them on the same map so that we may find correlations between the 
data. For example, we could place crime data from the police department, property ownership 
information from the township, and property condition surveys taken by a volunteer group, on 
the same map. Normally, the police may not have access to, or consider looking at property 
ownership information or property condition surveys. By placing these different data layers on 
the same map, we may start to see relationships between the condition of the properties in a 
neighborhood and the level of crime. Or perhaps, there may be a correlation between property 
owners and the condition of the properties. We may even be able to notice a link between the 
level of crime in a neighborhood and the owners of the properties. Mapping allows for these data 
layers to share the same space and to be viewed in respect of one another. 

 For our project, we included the sites from the aforementioned survey of African American 
Historic locations, capitol buildings, parking locations as well as sites listed on the National 
Register of Historic Sites. The inclusion of parking is mainly for community partner related 
needs and will be discussed later. We brought these different data layers together because 
Trenton’s history is not black and white. The William Trent House is a perfect example of this 
idea. William Trent, a Scottish entrepreneur who is the namesake of Trenton, owned slaves on 
his estate in the Chambersburg region of Trenton. By examining the information of the William 
Trent House in regards to other historic sites, we can begin to see the true demographic 
movement of Caucasians and Blacks in Trenton. Although, ‘colored people’ were not listed in 
the census until 1790, because of our knowledge of the William Trent house, Many of the sites 
correspond to the same era, so we can also begin to make assumptions about how different 
ethnicities interacted throughout Trenton’s history. We also can see the conditions of these 
historic buildings with regards to one another to show possible disparities in historical 
preservation. Data like this can motivate innovation and change with in communities. If we look 
into property conditions of historic sites and find preservation dissimilarities, a movement can 
begin to push to allocate resources to the preservation of these sites. Community mapping 
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provides us with the visual aid to enable us to notice these types of connections; all we have to 
do is gather the data and map it.  

 
Community Partners 

Trenton Historic Downtown Collaborative — Redevelopment Plan 
The Trenton Historical Development Collaborative is a coalition of more than 40 community 
stakeholders from the West and North Wards of Trenton who have committed to the rebuilding 
and revitalization of their neighborhood. This list of contributor includes, but is not limited to the 
City of Trenton, Shiloh CDC, Capital Health System and local community members. 

“The overall goal is for the community to become sustainable 
by focusing work around seven core areas—build capacity, engage 
community, improve quality of life, create beauty, promote 
learning, secure funding, and develop youth. In this context, 
becoming sustainable means that the residents…must take stock of 
the current situation and find a way to capitalize on the assets in 
the community so that it continues to sustain for centuries more.iv”  

 
They identified an intrinsic need to add to the already existing redevelopment plans that had been 
started in 2008. The Trenton Historical Development Collaborative Overview noted that there is 
a historical education lacking for many people, including the area’s youth. This need is where 
our project first began. 
 
Bonner Center for Civic and Community Engagement @ The College of New Jersey 
The Bonner Center for Civic and Community Engagement at The College of New Jersey is the 
on campus office for the Bonner Community Scholars Program. The Bonner Scholars are a 
diverse group of 70 students who share a common desire and commitment—to spend four years 
working together with faculty, staff and non-profit partners to address the unmet needs of the 
local community. The students in this scholarship-based leadership program are currently 
organized into 11 different issue-based teams who work primarily in Trenton. Our project 
partnered with the Bonner Center for Civic and Community Engagement in order to recruit first-
year students to participate in this community mapping service learning project. In addition, each 
of the students in this project is a Bonner Scholar. 
 
IDS 370: Civic Crowd-Sourcing, Interactive Mapping and Community Change 
 In IDS 370, students learned about different mapping techniques via scholarly readings, 
as well as the use of computer programs such as Mappler and Wordpress. Articles established 
concepts such as ‘community mapping’, ‘crowd-sourcing’, ‘participatory mapping’ and ‘GIS.’ 
Working alongside the Bonner Center at The College of New Jersey and the Office of 
Community Mapping, students were able to create an interactive map as well as website 
cataloging their findings.   
 
Trenton Downtown Association  

According to their website, The Trenton Downtown Association is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to making New Jersey’s capital city a more competitive location for 
business owners, and a more engaging center for workers, residents and visitors. “Since 1986, 
TDA has strived to meet this mission by nurturing and promoting downtown business 
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development, arts, culture and tourism programs and public space initiatives.” When researching 
Trenton walking tours, two official tours can be found: one pertains to The Battles of Trenton 
and the other is a tour of the Mill Hill neighborhood for Christmas. TDA’s wish to promote 
tourism was one of our focal points for our project.  

 
Trenton Historical Society — Survey of African American Historic Sites 

The Trenton Historical Society is a New Jersey non-profit whose mission is “the study and 
interpretation of Trenton’s history, preservation of its historic buildings and artifacts, and 
dissemination of information about New Jersey’s capital city and its illustrious past.v” In late 
August, THS published its preliminary inventory of African American Historic Sites located in 
the city of Trenton, Mercer County, New Jersey. This document cataloged 34 sites, each with an 
image, address, brief history and statement of historical significance, as well as other information 
about the site. We decided to transform this data into an interactive map and website.  

Trenton’s African American history has long been known to be rich but has gone 
undocumented in the books and the eyes of its community members. Two books titled: In Search 
of a Community’s Past: The Black Community in Trenton, New Jersey, 1860-1900 (1990) and 
The Quest for Equality: Trenton’s Black Community, 1890-1965 (1993) strove to begin the 
documenting process. Picking up where these books left off, THS created a dense catalog of 
important sites. The National Register and Trenton Landmark association have documents some 
black historic sites, “nevertheless [their documentation] represent only a small proportion of 
identified historic sites in the City of Trenton.vi” 

To find information, THS used basic community mapping techniques such as crowd sourcing 
and participatory mapping. In a draft done by the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), participatory mapping is defined as: “the creation of maps by local 
communities – often with the involvement of supporting organizations including governments (at 
various levels, non-governmental associations (NGOs), universities and other actors engaged in 
developmental and land-related planning.vii” In our case we engaged in participatory mapping 
with the map we created in conjunction with THS, TDA and Shiloh. For crowd sourcing, THS 
looked to the local community for input via an online survey, through articles in the Trenton 
Times and the Trentonian as well as holding local forums at different community centers. From 
our end, we hope to continue crowd sourcing by making our website and open forum for 
communication. 
 
Shiloh Community Development Corporation  

Shiloh CDC is an important community partner for the future. The mission of the SCDC 
“is to support the mission, vision and operations of all of its sub-corps that are committed to 
improving the quality of life of residents in Trenton and neighboring communities through 
training in the areas of spirituality, family life services, cultural arts, education and financial 
literacy.viii As the Histories of Trenton project evolved the CDC has become a focus of our future 
goals. Providing education opportunities to the community in a structured environment, Shiloh 
runs many after school programs for youth. As well they have put together their own history 
museum for the community. We hope to work closely with Shiloh CDC to aid in the delivery of 
historical education to the community of Trenton. 
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Pilot Project 
On October 1st 2011, our class conducted a pilot mapping day where 24 students from 

The College of New Jersey and 12 Bonner Scholars from the Bonner Center for Civic and 
Community Engagement conducted various types of community mapping in the neighborhood 
areas surrounding the Shiloh Community Development Corporation and Trenton Downtown 
Association shown in Figure 5.   

 
Figure 2 - Purple shading depicts Shiloh CDC, yellow depicts Trenton Downtown Association (includes Hanover Academy), and grey depicts 
Trenton Historic Development Collaborative planning area 
 
College first-year students, Bonner Community Scholars, high school students from Trenton and 
Ewing, and community members gathered with cameras and maps of the historic sites to gather 
more information. Snapping photos of these sites took place during the beginning portion of the 
day. Prior to our pilot mapping day, we mapped using Google Maps, for the first time ever, the 
African American sites documented in the Trenton Historical Societies’ report. From our map, 
we created walking tours for both neighborhood areas. During the pilot mapping day, we tested 
those tours for ease and appeal, photographed the historic sites and gathered various other types 
of data, such as safety perceptions and property conditions. For our project, we were able to learn 
a lot from walking these proposed tours and we were able to derive future goals for our project. 
With the report of the African American Historic Sites in hand, taking pictures and generating a 
walking tour was our first step for our project.  

From Figure 5, some of the historic sites were not outside the boundaries of neighborhood 
areas, and therefore, were not visited by our team. As well, noted in the Survey of African 
American Sites were some historic sites that were non-extant. These sites have been noted as 
needing further research. Some of the hypothetical walking tours we generated were good 
indications of proximity of different sites to one another. Many of the non-extant sites were 
located in the Shiloh CDC region indicated by the purple shading. Members of our team felt 
uncomfortable walking the Shiloh region. Due to the lack of extant historic sites and the 
discomfort from our team members, we realized that the Shiloh region would not be a good 
region to push tourism.  On the other hand, we could see that possible good tours could be 
proposed to the Trenton Downtown Association for consideration. 

One of the most important things that came from our pilot mapping day was the 
reinforcement of THDC’s belief that community members, particularly the seniors have 
memories and artifacts pertaining to Trenton’s history. As we walked around the neighborhoods, 
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we were greeted by curious community members eager to know what we were doing. It was not 
long before people began sharing personal accounts of stories they remember from their 
neighborhood years ago. Many expressed excitement over the youth taking an interest in Trenton 
while some showed signs of grief over the seemingly lost history. As THDC has noted it is very 
important that we find ways of capturing these stories and holding onto the illustrious past. 
 
Our Project 
 Our goals and anticipated outcomes for the Mapping Trenton Histories Project were to 
connect community members to Trenton’s rich history, encourage tourism and promote 
curriculum change. Our WordPress Website allows anyone to view the location and description 
of the historical sites—enabling community members to access Trenton’s history. Our project 
has three main components: an interactive map of the historic sites using Mappler, a website 
using Wordpress dedicated to expounding upon the readings and information associated with the 
project, and this narrative which outlines the steps taken and the community partners involved to 
create our Mappler and Wordpress sites. Vertices LLC hosted both the Mappler and Wordpress 
sites. 
 On the Mappler we were able to pin in each historic site; color coordinated by type. 
Using Excel and the geocoding website, abbyisqueen.com, we were able to locate each site based 
on longitude and latitude and then create variable such as description, address, brief history and 
type of city, as well as a picture. Each site has varying amount of information and not all 
variables are filled in. Other data layers on the map were imported using .Kml or .xls files. To 
incorporate the Trenton boundary on the site, we added a shape file. 
 Our WordPress Site was created to spur crowd sourcing. By having an open forum for 
community members to post interesting stories or factoids that they may know about different 
sites, effectively we have opened up the doorways for continued formation of Trenton’s history. 
It is important part of the community mapping process. Having a central place for all the location 
to exist is one of the best ways for individuals to communicate. Our hope is to work with Trenton 
Historical Society to utilize both sites so we can help further their mission.  
 
Model of Change  

 
Figure 6 ‐ Model of Change chart from Delineating “Public” and “Participation” in PPGIS indicating where THS, TDA and THDC 
would fall in our model of change 
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Having three different community partners for our project, with varying needs, we realized we to 
optimize or project we needed to define our objectives. An article written by Marc Schlossberg 
and Elliot Shuford in the URISA Journal had a goal oriented PPGIS matrix that helped us 
understand what our model of change should be. This "model of change" required a 
determination of your target audience and level of participation so that we could be understand 
how we should use Mappler. The participation can be thought of as the "broader purposes that 
participation is supposed to achieve" while the term public refers to the "actual people organized 
in some type of grouping.ix" We had to determine where in the chart of figure 6 above each 
community partner would fall. Through our project and our connection with the Trenton Historic 
Development Collaborative (THDC), we felt our efforts should be go towards educating the 
affected individuals so as to increase awareness about Trenton's history. For Trenton Historic 
Society (THS), we felt that we would be informing implementers because we anticipate having 
our interactive map of African American Historic Sites accessed and altered by the THS in the 
future. Since Trenton Downtown Association's (TDA) primary objective within our project is to 
increase tourism to Trenton, we decided that our goal is to inform interested observers, aka: 
tourists. 
 
Accomplished Goals 

We have created an interactive map of the African American Historic sites for THS to 
use. This map has also been populated with more types of historical sites that should prove 
useful for both TDA and THDC. We have also created a WordPress website that displays 
detailed information about Trenton Histories and our project. It also enables users to blog about 
our page and historic sites in Trenton that may or may not be listed on our website. 

 Future Goals 

We have also begun to plan a CEL II course on Trenton Histories with Professor McGreevey at 
The College of New Jersey that may be able to research into the history of Trenton a little further 
(see Proposed CEL II detailed below). In addition, we have drafted a tentative CEL agenda for 
next semester so that we can complete our objective of establishing the most efficient and best 
suited tours for the city of Trenton. We also hope to continue our connections with Shiloh CDC 
and the Bonner Center for Civic and Community Engagement to establish educational programs 
centered on the teaching of Trenton history.  

 
Proposed CEL Day 

A Community Engaged Learning Day is a co-curricular service learning event that allows 
students to learn, serve and reflect on an issue that they care about. On a typical Community 
Engaged Learning (CEL) day, Bonner Scholars gather first year students to learn about the 
magnitude of their community issue (e.g. local hunger), and hear why the College requires this 
type of experience (a mini lesson on democracy and citizenship). They typically spend eight 
hours working on a meaningful service project, talking about what they learned from experience, 
and to seeing how they can stay involved—should they have an interest in doing so. For our 
project, we have developed a Community Engaged Learning Day around the topic of Mapping 
Trenton Histories that we plan to implement during the Spring Semester of this school year 
(Spring 2012). The issue area we plan to address is Education. Below you can find a tentative 
agenda, sample reflection questions. 
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Agenda 
9:00am - Meet first-year students in the Brower Student Center - Fill out Risk-Notification 
forms, and gather signatures for attendance. 
9:15am - Begin conversation about significance of mapping historic sites - Mini lesson on 
democracy and citizenship 
9:45am - Depart for Trenton 
10:00am - Arrive in Trenton, begin mapping 
12:30pm - Break for lunch 
1:30pm - Proceed mapping 
2:30pm - Gather to collect and organize field data 
4:00pm - Begin reflection 
4:45pm - Head back to campus 
5:00pm - End day 
 
Sample Reflection Questions: 

1. What do you feel you’ve learned about the Trenton inside the classroom? How does this 
compare to what you’ve learned today? 

2. What impact do you feel you’ve made today? What effect will your actions have on the 
surrounding community? 

3. How can TCNJ students be more proactive in helping the surrounding community? What 
can you personally do? 

 
Proposed CEL II Component 
 In Spring 2011, History Professor, Robert McGreevey at The College of New Jersey 
taught a seminar course titled - HIS 460: Twentieth Century Trenton. Part of the class involved 
using method of historical research, including going into the database archives of Trenton to 
research individual historic events or places within Trenton. Projects included research into the 
Hedgepath-Williams Case via the Trenton Public Library and State Archives. The syllabus reads: 
“This seminar explores the history of Trenton as a window onto the major patterns of 
development in modern America.” For our project, we connected with Dr. McGreevey to 
potentially take his class to a new level as well as to help us understand better the methods his 
class used for research. 
 As a possible CEL II component, Dr. McGreevey and our team discussed the idea of 
running the course again with a slightly different angle, geared toward expanding upon the 
information THS, TDA, THDC, Shiloh and our group has put together. Students would work 
closely with the Bonner Center and the community partners to look deeper into some of 
Trenton’s rich history over time. The CEL II component may include Mappler projects as well as 
contributions to the established WordPress site. 
 
Conclusion 
 We are happy with the outcomes of our project however by no means is the project 
finalized. As Bonner Community Scholars, we have the resources and the ability to impact the 
community of Trenton is a positive and constructive way. This project should not be left 
untouched. Continuation of the efforts to restore Trenton’s history and create and open 
environment for the community to communicate and take pride in their city are important to the 
long terms efforts of reestablishing Trenton as a commercial hub for tourism and commerce. 



12 
 

Field, Hernandez, Mladenetz. Dec. 2011 
 

Although the income disparities and the education gaps are vast, slowly opening the door for the 
community to access the history of their city will begin to bring the people together. We 
challenge the next group of community mappers, the residents of Trenton, the government 
officials and community partners to continue to promote and push Trenton as place of rich 
history and to gradually remove the stigmas that surround the city. It can be done with continual 
efforts and collaborations from all those involved. 
 
Special Thanks to: Trenton Historical Society, Trenton Downtown Association, Trenton 
Historical Development Collaborative, Shiloh CDC, The College of New Jersey, The Bonner 
Center for Civic and Community Engagement, The City of Trenton, The Office of Community 
Mapping, and the residents of Trenton and the member of IDS 370 for helping to make this 
project possible.  
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